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Justin Martyr lived from 110-165 a.d. and wrote in the “sub-apostolic” age.
His writings give a glimpse into how Christianity functioned in its earliest
days.
In his First Apology, he provides a description of Christian worship. They
met in homes, having no church buildings.
Before being considered a Christian, a candidate was baptized “in the name
of God, the Father and Lord of the universe, and of our Savior Jesus Christ,
and of the Holy Spirit.” (First Apology, Chapter LXI-Christian Baptism.)
Meetings began with a prayer and “saluting one another with a kiss.”
Then sacrament is prepared and administered using bread a “cup of wine
mixed with water” which is blessed by “giving praise and glory to the Father
of the universe, through the name of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, and
offers thanks at considerable length for our being counted worthy to receive
these things at His hands.” (Id., Chapter LXV-Administration of the
Sacraments.)
The early Christians recognized there was an obligation for “the wealthy
among us [to] help the needy.” Therefore, after reading scripture and “the
memoirs of the apostles or the writings of the prophets” donations are
collected. “And they who are well to do, and willing, give what each thinks
fit; and what is collected is deposited with the president, who succors the
orphans and widows, and those who, through sickness or any other cause,
are in want.” (Id., Chapter LXVII-Weekly Worship of the Christians.) The
reference to the “president” is to the one who conducted the meeting that
week.
These simple observances were resilient enough to preserve Christianity
after the death of the apostles and before any great hierarchical magisterium
arose. It was the power of baptism, the sacrament, scripture study and
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financial aid among believers that gave Christianity its power. But it was
diffused, and therefore incapable of destruction. When Justin Martyr was
slain, the scattered Christians continued unaffected. It was just like when
Peter and Paul were slain, and before them, James was killed. The power of
Christianity reckoned from the vitality of its original roots. These roots were
in Christ, His message, and teachings, which were employed to relieve one
another by the alms shared from rich to poor.
When a centralized hierarchy took control over Christianity, the money
that was used for the poor, the widows and orphans, was diverted to building
churches, cathedrals, basilicas and palaces. Ultimately, the wealth generated
by the generosity of Christian believers became the tool used by the
hierarchy to buy up armies, kings, lands and treasures which were used to
rule and reign as a cruel master over a subjugated population made
miserable by the abuse heaped on them from Rome.
Even after the Protestant Reformation, Christianity continued to be ruled by
hierarchies. Cathedrals and church buildings consumed and consume
resources which are to be used to help the poor. Christ built no building,
although He accepted the temple in Jerusalem as His Father’s house. Peter
built no church building. Nor Paul, nor James, nor John. Christianity in the
hands of the Lord and His apostles needed no brick and mortar for its
foundation. It was built on the hearts of believers, brought together by the
charity and assistance shared between them.
Today Christianity is not benefitted, but weakened, by hierarchies,
cathedrals, edifices and basilicas housing opulence, wealth and art. Although
the prophecies foretell of a temple to God in Zion, and another in Jerusalem,
there are no other structures foretold to be built by Christians or latter-day
Israel. How much stronger would Christianity be today if wealth were
reserved for the poor, and hierarchies were stripped of their wealth?
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